[Cephalic cancer pain controlled by intraventricular administration of morphine and clonidine].
A 47-year-old woman suffered from a pharyngeal cancer causing pain only poorly relieved by high doses of oral morphine. Oral administration was switched to the intracerebroventricular (ICV) route but pain relief was only transient despite a daily dosage up to 1.5 mg of morphine. Finally an effective pain relief was achieved with increasing doses of clonidine (5 to 30 micrograms) in combination with morphine (1.5 mg) by ICV route. Neither arterial hypotension nor sedation occurred and the patient recovered transiently a better quality of life.